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INTHO

By CONDUCTIMNG 20x20
tTEHRAN 1IN ACTION., WE ARE
MOT INTENDED 70 RE A REBEL
OR TO FIGHT AGAINST THE PO-
LITICAL SYSTEM OF A COUNTRY
LIKE QURS, BUT WE ARE TRYING
T0O SHARE ART WITH PEOPLE,

THERE ARE MANY POSTERS IN
VARIOUS ST1ZES AND STYLES IN
THE STREET anND a 20x20
STICKER OR A PIECE OF ART
CAN BE ONE AMONG THE
OTHERS . PEOPLE CAN LODK AT IT
AS THEY ARE PASSING BY AND
SOME MAY STOP FOR A SECOND
TO PAY A LITTLE MORE ATTEN-
TION TO IT IN THE SANE WAY
AS THEY MAY TREAT ANY OTHER
STUFF IN THEIR SURROUNDING.

FOR THE VY¥ISITOR, IT 1S
NOT CLAIMED TO BE AN ART
WORK WHICH COULD BE HUNG ON
A GALLERY WALL., IT IS5 JUST A
SOUUARE FAPER WITH AN
IMAGE(OF COURSE SOUNDS A
LITTLE WIERED)}. AN IMAGE
CREATED BY SO0ME OME , AN
ARTIST.IT STILL SEEMS LIKE
BRAIMNSTORMING.

WE CHOSE THE
20x20 FOR LOTS OF
LIKE VISUAL
SECURITY.

SIZE DF
REASONS
 ECONOMIC AND

FROM MORE THAN 80
ARTISTS/FRIENDS WHO  Sup-
PORTED US DURING THIS EYENT
WE ARE PROUD TO REPRESENT 38
ARTISTS WHOSE WORKS COULD
FIT OUR PROJECT.AND SORRY TO
MISS ABOUT 52 DUE TO OUR
POLICY AND STANDARDS.

WE WERE NOT RUNNING A PO-

LITICAL CAMPAIGN .WE WERE
HOT HOLDING AN ADULTERY
PARTY .WNE WERE NOT SEEKING A
GANG STYLE BOMBING.WE WERE
JUST WANTED TO SHARE AND
REPRESENT ART AND WE ARE
HOPING TO HAYE THIS SHOW
HAPPEN IN DOTHER PARTS DF
THIS EARTH BY OTHER ARTISTS
OR CREATIYE YOLUMTEERS AS
WELL.

kolahstudio.com
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= INTERVIEW

PAPERMONSTER 15 »
STENCIL GRAFFITI ARTIST
WHOSE VYIVID aWND INTRICATE
FIECES EXPLORE THE BEAUTY
BEHIND THE EYES AND FACTAL
EXPRESSIONS OF WOMEN. BORNM
IN Fuerto RIcCO. PAPERWON-
STER INCORPORATES STEHCIL
ANMD PASTING TECHNIQUES TO
CREATE PIECES OF ART ON ARY
SURFACE BY INCORPORATING
POP CULTURE ICONS, ASIAN TY-
POGRAPHY ., PATTERNS AND TEXR-
TURE T PRESENT WIBRANT EMO-
TIONS AWND STORIES.

KOLAH STURIG: YOU LIVE IN
W5A. Born INM PUERTD RICOD
.. HAYE YOU EYER LIVED 1IN
PueErTD RicofwouLD You
PLEASE DESCRIBE THE STREET

ART SCEMWE IN BOTH FLACES?OR

BRAINSTORM#IO

JUST CHODSE THE ONE YOU KENOW
BETTERT

PAPERMONSTER: YES. |
LIVYED IN PUERTO RICO UNTIL
THE AGE OF S5SEYEN AND FROM
WHAT | HAVE SEEM THE STREET
ART SCENE 1N PuERTO RICO 1§
MORE FOCUSED ON TRADITIONAL
GRAFFITI THAN STENCIL ART OR
WHEAT PASTING. InN THE USA,
STREET ART IS A WAY OF LIFE
STILL VERY UMDERGROUND BUT
GAINING A LARGE AMOUNT OF
MAINSTREAM RECOGNITION. THE
AMOUNT ©OF TALENT IN THE
STREETS AND IN GALLERIES 15§
INCREDIBLE., WE ARE PUSHING
ART FORWARD AMND INSPIRING
THE YOUTH TO DO BIGGER AND
BETTER THINGS TO CONTINUE
THE HMOVEMENT. WE HAVE A
LARGE AMOUNT OF POWER AND IT
15 OME OF THE MOST EXCITING
PARTS ABOUT BEING AN ARTIST
TODAY .,

KOLAHSTUDIO/TEHRAN




KS: WHEN AND HOW DID YoOu F"PEH ‘

START YOUR ART LIFE?DID YOU

o mm——— "#“STEH

PAPERMONSTER: 1 couLD
REMENBER DRAWING MY HNAME KS: WHAT 15 YOUR THOUGHT
WHEN I WAS YERY YOUNG IN A ABOUT TODAYS ARTIWHAT DO YOU
GRAFFITI BUBELE LETTER caLL ART?
STYLE. 50 [ THINK ART HAS

ALWAYS BEEN SOMETHING THAT PAPERMONSTER: 1 THINK
e ety Tale L. T Cysk: TODRYSSE cRRY ok 5011E IN A
REMENBER MY FATHER TEACHING < RONG DIRECTION. TOU CAN

MEVER CRITICIZE ART FOR

ME HOW 1D ORAW FLlHTETU‘HE

CMARACTERS AS QUICKLY as PEING TOO STRANGE OR T0O

POSSIBLE. IN HIGH ScHpoL 1 SIMPLE. EVERYTHING 1IN THE

OB WY EIRET Lub FECAT kny.. WORLD:OR TM: YOUR/LIEE HAS 4
VALUE AND ART I5 NO DIFFER-

CLASS WHICH WAS A CLAY f
cLA5S. I LOYED THAT CLASS 50 ENT. HALL ART IS5 WALUABLE BE-
CAUSE IT 15 A MAMNIFESTATION

MUCH BECAUSE | WAS MAKING

EVERYTHING WITH WY HANDS anwp OF FURE SELF EXFRESSION
USING MYy IHAGTHNATION AND WITHOUT ANY LIMITS.

SKILL TO MAKE SOMETHING
BEAUTIFUL AND USEFUL. I
BEGAN TO STENCIL OVER 5
YEARS AGD STARTING WITH
SIMPLE CARTDON STENCILS.
THEN STENCILS OF OBJECTS
LIKE DOGS, TREES, ANIMALS,
AND THEN [ STARTED TO MAKE
STENCILS OF WOMEN.

K.S:WouLp vou TELL US
ABOUT CHOOSING THE  HAME
"PAPER MOMSTER™?

PAPERMONSTER: THE MNAME
ParPER MOMSTER CAME YERY HAT-
URALLY, IT DESCRIBES MY PRO-
CESS AND THE POWER OF BEAUTY
BEHIND MY ART AT THE EXACT
SAME TIME.

BRAINSTORM#IO KOLAHSTUDIO/TEHRAN




KS:Your ART REPRESENTS
STENCILED PORTRAITS oF
WOMEN .IT 15 50 CLEAR THAT
IF YOU TAKE YOUR ART TO I5-
Lamic RepuBLIC oOF IRAN AND
G0 TO & GALLERY ¥OU MAY BE
REJECTED AND WILL NOT BE
QUALIFIED TO SHOW 1N IRAN
GALLERIES BECASUE OF ISLAM-
I1C RULES WHAT DO YOU
THINKTWOULD ¥YOU JUST IMAG-
INE YOUR SELF AS AN IRANIAN
YOUNG ARTIST AND TELL US
WHAT DO ¥OU FEEL 1F PAPER
MOSTER GUY WAS AN IRANIAN BY
CHAMCEPWHAT COuULD ¥Youw DO?

P kBB

PAPERMONSTER: I THink I
WOULD CONTINWE TO CREATE THE
PAINTINGS OF WOMEN. | HAVE
HEVER MADE ANY PAINTINGS BE-
CAUSE | WANT TO MAKE ANYONE
HAPFY OR BECAUSE I MEED TO
FIT INTO A SPECIFIC CATEGORY
OR FOLLOW FRULES. [ HMAKE
STENCIL ART PORTRAITS OF
WOMEN BECAUSE I WANT TO
SHARE THAT BEAUTY. STRENGTH
AND MNYSTERY OF WOMEN. NO
RULES OR LEVEL OF REJECTION
COULD GET ME TO STOP WHAT I
DO. IF YOU BELIEVE [IN WHAT
YOU CREATE AND PUT ALL OF
YOUR EMERGY INTD 1T, PEOPLE
AROUND ¥OU WILL BELIEVE 1IN
You. CREATING YOUR OWN PATH
AND FOLLOWING YDUR HEART IS5
THE BEST WAY TO LIVE YOUR
LIFE. EXPRESS WHAT YOU FEEL
15 RIGHT AND YOU WILL IN-
SPIRE OTHER PEOFLE TO CREATE
CHANGE AND CHANGE THE MINDS

BRAINSTORM#IO

POPES

HollSTER

F THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE
WHAT THEY COMSIDER 7O
NORMAL .

D F
BE

K.S5:
GUT OF Youm ART THOWT

Do ¥YOou MAKE A LIVING

PAPERMONSTER: CURRENTLY I
DO WNOT WORRY ABOUT MOMNEY OR
TRYING TO MAKE A LIVING FHROM
STEMCIL GRAFFITI AMND STEN-
ciL arRT, I DD IT BECAUSE I
LOVE WHAT | MAKE AND INSPIR-
ING OTHER PEOPLE TO CREATE
ART WHETHER THEY USE STEN-
CILS OR ANY TYPE OF PAINT. |
THIMNE ONME DAY 1 MAY BE ABLE
TO MAKE A STRONG LIWING OFF
MY ART BUT FOR MOW I AM EX-
TREMELY HAFPY TO0 BE ABLE TO
MAKE PAINTIMNGS AND ARTWOREK

KOLAHSTUDIO/TEHRAN
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K.S: Do vYou HAVE ANY DE-
SCRIPTION OF STREETART OR
ANY PATH YOU MAY CONSIDER
ESPECIALLY FOR THIS TERM?

PAPERMONSTER: THME TERM
STREETART IS5 HARD TO DE-
SCRIBE. IT REFERS TO THE
STREET ART THE GALLERY. IT
15 SHALL AND HIDDEN BUT IT
IS5 ALSO LARGE AND VIERANT,
STREETART DESCRIBES A WAY OF
LIFE WHERE YOUR DAILY SCHED-
ULE I5 FUELED BY THE DESIRE
TO CREATE. WE ARE FAMOUS AND
INVISIBLE TO THE WORLD,
STREETART 15 A CAKE. EACH
LAYER OF THE CAKE IS FULL OF
FLAVOR, COLOR. AND MORE COM-
PLEX. NOW A LOT OF PEOPLE
WANT A PIECE OF THAT CAKE,
THEY WANT T0 BE UNIQUE., THEY
WAMT ATTENTION AND AS TIME
PASSES MEW ARTISTS WILL TAKE
WHAT WE MAKE NOW AND GIVE IT
HEW LIFE.

K.5: Do
RELATIONSHIP
COMECTIONS ARE
WORLD OF ART
¥ou THINEK
SCENET?

PAPERMOMNSTER:
THIS ART SCENE
HIDDEM

YOU FEEL
AND HIDDEN
RULING THE
IN GENERAL OR
1§ & FAlIR

THAT

IT

YES.
HANY
RELATIODNSHIRS, A
LARGE AMOUNT OF THESE RELA-

HAS

TIONSHIPS ARE FUELED BY
MOMNEY. A GALLERY OBVIOUSLY
WAMTS TO MAKE A PROFIT 1IN
ORDER TO STAY IN BUSINESS SO

BRAINSTORM#IO

POPES

HollSTER

WILL NOT PAY ATTENTION TO
ARTISTE WHO ARE NOT SELLING
OR MOT WORTH THE INYESTHMENT
OF THOUSAMDS OF DOLLARS IF
THERE I3 HO FROFIT 1IN THE
END. ALTHOUGH THIS SEEMS
HORRIBLE BECAUSE YERY FEW
THINGS ARE DONE FOR THE SAKE
OF ART AND BECAUSE SOME
PEOPLE PUT A HUGE AMOUNT OF
TIME INTO WHAT THEY DO. THE
GALLERY SCEME I5 A& BUSIMNESS.
THE STREET SCENE IS5 DIFFER-
ENT. YOU ARE ONLY AS GODOD AS
WHAT YOU CREATE. YOU TAKE A
RISKE AND YOUR WORK SPEAKS
FOR ITSELF. THE ART SCENE IS5
AND MAS BEEN A BUSINESS AND
IT IS UP TO ARTISTS TO LEARM
HOW TO0O WORK WITHIN THIS
SCENE WITHOUT BEING MAMIPU-
LATED., IM THE EHND HARD WORK
DOES FPAY OFF AND FOR ARTISTS
OR ANYONE READING THIS., IF
YOU PUT IN THE WORK ¥YOU WILL
SEE THE REWARDS OF PUTTING
IH THE TIME MAYRE MOT RIGHT
AWAY BUT YOUR TIME WILL
COME.

KOLAHSTUDIO/TEHRAN
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THANKS 7% ALL PAATICIPANTS
ano SUPPOATENE HH¢ HELPED UI
HITH SENDINS STUFF AND PUTTINB
BNERSY oN IT.

HOKE AAT .MoT HOA

BIPECIOL THONKE To
ROZH.KOZET,.ANESH.MOFIR

OEZIEN AND CoNCEPT bY
KOLAHITUDI® .~ TEHARA




